
 
Notice from

  the Superintendent   

Dear Parents/Guardians:

I hope everyone is excited for Thanksgiving and looking forward to the chance to relax
and have fun with family and friends.  I've always enjoyed the simplicity of
Thanksgiving - be grateful for what you have, be charitable towards others who are
less fortunate, enjoy the company of family and friends, eat turkey, and watch
football.
 
I've been the Superintendent here in River Vale for six years now and have gotten to
know this wonderful community well.  I'm always thankful for the opportunity to work
with such an amazing group of kids, parents, teachers, and community members as we
work to prepare our students for the world in front of them.  Schools can be important
unifying places in a community, and River Vale is no different.
 
Sometimes, however, it's the difficult things that must bring us closer together.  The
recent acts of hatred that have occurred at Pascack Valley High School, in the form of
swastikas and other highly offensive symbols found in the school, are troubling,
disturbing, and unacceptable - anti-Semitism, racism, and bigotry cannot be tolerated
under any circumstances in our society.  The River Vale School District stands in
solidarity with our partners at Pascack Valley High School in condemning in the
strongest way possible these cowardly acts of hatred. 
 
This has also been a time, however, when our community has come together to be
clear about what we stand for.  PVRHSD Superintendent Erik Gundersen is right when
he said "the members of the Pascack Valley community demonstrate caring,
compassion, and respect for each other, our local community, and people all over the
world."  This morning, I had the opportunity to attend a student unity event at
Pascack Valley High School that powerfully made clear that the student body, kids
from River Vale and Hillsdale, will repudiate hatred by standing up to it, embracing our
differences, and refusing to be defined by cowardly acts of hatred.
 
This Thanksgiving, let's be thankful for our students who are leading the way, our
parents and teachers who work together to help educate them on what it means to be
good people, and all those who believe in the true character of our community - in
short, let's be thankful for each other.
 
Have a wonderful Thanksgiving.
 
Sincerely,

Rory McCourt 
Superintendent of Schools


